Isolated relapse in the oral cavity of a child with T-lineage acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
Despite high cure rates, approximately 20% of patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) have disease relapse. Isolated recurrence in oral cavity is extremely unusual. The aim of this paper is to report a case of an isolated relapse occurred in a child with T-lineage ALL. Clinical picture included swelling and pain in the right upper gingiva of the oral cavity, with no other clinical or hematological alterations. Diagnosis was confirmed by biopsy and immunohistochemical staining. Bone marrow aspiration was normal. Five months later leukemic infiltration of the bone marrow was detected and systemic chemotherapy was reintroduced. This case report highlights the relevance of dental care during and after chemotherapy, not only to treat lesions in the oral cavity resulting from the disease itself or from treatment side effects, but also to detect unusual sites of ALL relapse.